Service Star Guidelines
Each troop, regardless of age level, is required to participate in three community service projects per year.  As girls get older and move up through the different levels of the organization, it is felt that they are capable of providing more service to the organization and to the community.  Therefore, in order to receive the honor of a Service Star, a girl must perform the following number of hours of service, depending on her level:


Tenderheart
  5 hours of service
blue star



Explorer
10 hours of service
red star



Pioneer
15 hours of service
white star



Patriot 

20 hours of service
yellow star

Girls must have their service star sheet filled out and sit with the Troop Shepherd at the sign-off meeting date in order to receive a service star.  If she fails to bring in her sheet or sit with the Troop Shepherd, she will not be able to receive her service star until the next ceremony.  If applicable, service stars must be paid for ($1 each after the receiving her first one) by the date set by the Troop calendar.

The following are examples of service opportunities that accumulated hours may be applied toward earning a service star.

· Serving in a pre-existing community organization (i.e. Food Pantry)
· Sharing your time and resources (i.e. Volunteering at Humane Society)
· Collecting Needed Items for a group (i.e. HUGS Duffle Bag Project)

· Beautification/Conservation (i.e. Clean local parks)

· Encouragement  (i.e. Draw pictures for VA Hospital)

· Citizenship (i.e.  Bake cookies for a homeless shelter)
· Serving your troop during special events (i.e. Setting up an Awards Ceremony)

· Serve younger AHG members (i.e. teaching badge requirements / Summer Camp)

· Babysitting non-siblings in a group for Troop Functions (e.g. Board or Leader meetings)

Further suggestions can be found on the Ways to Fulfill Service Project Requirements handout available at each troop meeting.

Troop TN0215 has chosen not to include hours accumulated in the following activities to be applied toward earning a service star.

· Fundraising efforts that benefit Troop TN0215

· Any service hours that may be applied to a Level Award

· Any hours worked on Stars and Stripes Program

· Preparation or Attendance at Parades

· Family Service

